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H21-05 
Liberty View – Architectural Revisions 

 
 
Property Owners: City of Medina and Medina City Development Corporation 

Applicant: Anthony Cerny 

Location: 135 West Liberty Street 

Request:   Certificate of Appropriateness revision for the construction of a four-story mixed use 
building 

 
LOCATION AND SURROUNDING USES  
The subject site is composed of 0.44 acres located on the north side of West Liberty Street.  Adjacent 
properties contain the following uses: 

• North – Parking Garage • East – Surface Parking/Restaurant 
• South – Retail & Multi-Family 

Residential 
• West – Federal Building 

    
 
BACKGROUND  
In April of 2021, the Historic Preservation Board approved a Certificate of Appropriateness for the demolition 
of the Porters Shoe building and construction of a four-story mixed-use building.  The approval has received 
two extensions, most recently in March of 2023.  At the meeting, the Board again granted an extension of the 
approval requiring that permits must be obtained and construction must commence by April 8, 2024, or the 
Certificate of Appropriateness approval shall expire.   
 
In March of 2023, the Porters Shoe building was demolished. 
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PROPOSED APPLICATION  
The current application includes modifications to the previous approval regarding the south (front) and east 
(side) building elevations.  The site layout and the north and west elevations are without notable changes.  In 
addition, the entire building maintains the same materials and finishes. 
 
Building “C” – The south building elevation was originally approved with bay windows on the second, third, and 
fourth floors.  Revised plans replace bay windows on the second and third floors with windows matching 
adjacent windows on Building “D”.  Revised plans also replace two bay windows on the fourth floor with a 
single large bay window. 
 
Building “D” – The building was originally uniform for floors two, three, and four.  Revised plans incorporate a 
patio on the fourth floor of the south side of the building.  The modification is evident on both the south and 
east building elevations.  In addition, a minor change to the east building elevation is proposed.  Originally, 
plans showed two first floor windows and revised plans illustrate three first floor windows. 
 
DESIGN GUIDELINES – MEDINA CODIFIED ORDINANCES SECTION 145.07(b)   
(b) Additions/new construction.  With respect to additions/new construction to existing buildings and all 

new buildings or structures within Historic Districts, it is generally the interest of the Board that such 
additions/new construction shall be designed to enhance the character of the Historic District. 
Consistent with the preface of this Chapter, new buildings and additions should be representative of 
architectural design and construction of contemporary times. 

 
Additions to existing buildings in the Historic District should be designed so as not to detract from the 
original character of the building. Whenever possible, additions should be located away from the primary 
or street face of the building. The addition should be designed so as not to destroy existing architectural 
features, such that the addition can be removed and the building restored to its original condition.  
 
New buildings in the Historic District shall be designed to be compatible with other structures in the 
Historic District while still reflecting work of contemporary times. Proximity of existing buildings to the 
new building will affect the latitude in design constraints. An infill design should be more consistent with 
adjoining buildings than a freestanding structure. 
 

The “New Construction” Section of the City of Medina Design Guidelines for Historic Properties and Districts 
has also been attached to this report. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
Staff recommends approval of application H21-05 for revisions to a four-story mixed use building.  The 
proposed changes maintain the character of the building and provide additional visual interest. 
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