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- - -

CITY OF MEDINA HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD

CASE H21-13

- - -

Transcript of Proceedings held on Thursday,   

the 13th day of January, 2022, before the             

City of Medina  Historic Preservation Board, 

commencing at approximately 5:00 p.m., as taken by 

Makenzie  J. Sabo, RPR, Notary Public within and for 

the State of Ohio, and held in Medina  City Hall, 

132 North Elmwood Avenue , Medina , Ohio 44256.  

- - -

MEDINA COURT REPORTERS, INC.
REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL REPORTERS

209 North Broadway Street
Medina , Ohio 44256

(330) 723-2482
MCRMedina@msn.com



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

2

APPEARANCES:

Leslie Traves, Chairwoman,
Elizabeth Biggens-Ramer, Member,
Rebekah Knaggs, Member,
Paul Wood, Member,
Patty Stahl, Member.  

City of Medina  Planning and Community
Development Department,
Andrew  Dutton, Community Development Director, 
Sarah Tome, Administrative  Assistant .

    Anthony  Cerny, Architectural  Design Studios, Inc.,
    on behalf of the Applicant .

- - -
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(Whereupon, all those intending to 

testify where then placed under oath by the 

notary.)  

- - -

PROCEEDINGS

- - -

CHAIRWOMAN: Okay.  So the 

next case is H21-13. 

MR. DUTTON: The next 

application is 241 South Court Street.  It 's on 

the west side of South Court.  

The Raspberry and The Rose is the current 

business at the location.  

This is a similar situation where a lot of 

the work has been done prior to the submittal 

of the application.  What you have there on the 

screen is what the building -- the rear of the 

building, so it would be the west side opposite 

South Court Street.  It's not very visible 

except for maybe South Elmwood in the winter.  

There was previously a second-story 

overhang structure that was removed somewhat 

recently that was administratively approved by 

our building official due to safety concerns.

So since that t ime, and included in this 
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application, is the siding over of the rear of 

the building with a gray Hardie® Plank, the 

painting of the flashing and gutters on the top 

of the building, and the installation of one 

kind of typical exterior door, and I believe 

the other door will have a similar white door, 

and then there was removal of some pavers in 

the back and installation of the sidewalk. 

So the work has predominantly been done.  

Staff recommends approval based on its location 

to the rear of the building and its 

appropriateness for the area. 

CHAIRWOMAN: Okay.  Would the 

Applicant  please state your name and address 

for the record.  

MR. CERNY: Tony Cerny, 

Architectural  Design Studios, 620 East Smith 

Road. 

So, you know, from my understanding, there 

was a summer porch on the back of the building 

that was in disrepair.  The owner contacted the 

building department, and they came over and 

inspected and recommended it be removed.  They 

asked me to go ahead and sketch up an idea to 

reface the back of the building.  
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If you go back to the picture that was 

there before.  

MR. DUTTON: (Complying.)

MR. CERNY: So that was the 

condition it was before.  There was a door that 

led out to that porch and then we had two 

entrance doors which are at different levels 

and we had some paving at different levels, 

things like that. 

So the idea was just to try to kind of 

clean it up a l itt le bit, so we took care of 

some of the various areas.  There was a variety 

of materials that I didn't feel were right for 

this.  I recommended going ahead over it for 

the thing, put some more durable siding on the 

thing.  We elevated the doors so they're both 

at the same level and we reworked it in the 

back to make it accessible and alleviate the 

steps and things l ike that. 

The second picture where it 's missing a 

door, that door just hadn't come in yet, from 

my understanding.  It 's probably in by now. 

CHAIRWOMAN: Do I have anybody 

that has questions for the Applicant ?  

MR. WOOD: (Indicating.)
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CHAIRWOMAN: Go ahead. 

MR. WOOD: Is there a reason 

why the second floor door had to be removed?  

MR. CERNY: It's not removed.  

It's stil l there, it's just behind the siding.  

We certainly have to close it off because it's 

an unsafe condition. 

MS. KNAGGS: (Indicating.)

CHAIRWOMAN: Go ahead.  

MS. KNAGGS:  Was there any 

discussion or consideration to -- like the 

cleaning of the brick or re-tuckpointing of the 

brick on the back of the building?  

MR. CERNY: Well, no.  

Because there's a mixture of materials.  You 

can see there's some brick and there's some 

other miscellaneous wood siding, things like 

that, that's in there on the lower portion.  

The upper portion is brick.  We thought ahead 

and -- a couple years ago we did pretty 

substantial repair work on the south side of 

that building, tearing the brick down, putting 

it right back up because it was in bad shape.  

Here, it's on the back of the building 

where no one sees it.  We wanted to go ahead 
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and -- actually, the brick wasn't in terrible 

shape back there because it was pretty well 

protected by that summer porch.  

We just wanted to clean everything up and 

unify it and make it a l itt le bit nicer looking 

building on the back and then take care of, you 

know, issues with the changes in the grade and 

stuff like that. 

CHAIRWOMAN: I'm familiar with 

the building because I own the building next 

door, and I know that all the backside of the 

building was in very rough shape when they were 

working on it because they pulled off the 

siding -- the lower siding that's the dark 

green, and so it is quite a transformation.

Was there any reason why you didn't change 

the door to a window?  Because it does look 

kind of odd to have no windows up top. 

MR. CERNY: I think they 

didn't want to go through the expense of doing 

that. 

CHAIRWOMAN: Oh, okay.  I just 

wondered if it was odd -- is it awkward inside 

to have a window there?  I mean, I don't know 

what the inside of the apartment looks like, 
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so -- 

MR. CERNY: I don't either.

CHAIRWOMAN: Okay.

MR. CERNY: But, you know, 

essentially the building is still  there, the 

door is stil l there.  If somebody wanted to 

tear that face off and try to restore what's on 

the backside to what it was, they can stil l do 

that.  We haven't destroyed any of those 

elements that are there.  We just basically 

have concealed them behind a new facade. 

CHAIRWOMAN: Okay.  And is -- 

the siding on the building, does it need to be 

painted?  

MR. CERNY: It's a cement 

board siding, you know. 

CHAIRWOMAN: Yeah.  So 

eventually they'll  come back with colors for 

that to paint it?  

MR. CERNY: No.  I think 

that's the color they want it to be.

CHAIRWOMAN: Okay.

MR. CERNY: I think they just 

did it gray and white. 

CHAIRWOMAN: So we're 
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approving the new siding, the color of the new 

siding, the two new doors.  Is that correct, 

Andrew ?  

MR. DUTTON: And the painting 

of the flashing or gutters. 

CHAIRWOMAN: Because we don't 

have any color samples or anything from the 

Applicant .  

And are they leaving the doors white, or 

will they be painting the doors?  We don't have 

any colors to approve. 

MR. CERNY: Yeah, I don't 

know what the color of the doors are going to 

be.  They haven't painted the doors yet, so 

that's just a primer that's on it.

CHAIRWOMAN: Okay.

MR. CERNY: They can put a 

color on it. 

CHAIRWOMAN: So will you be 

coming back to us with colors?  Because we 

don't have any colors to approve. 

MR. CERNY: I guess we can do 

that if you want. 

CHAIRWOMAN: Yeah.  

MR. WOOD: And, again, this 
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is something that should have come to the Board 

before all the work was done so, you know, 

again, if they've owned buildings in Medina  for 

a long time, they know that that's part of what 

they need to do.  

CHAIRWOMAN: Yeah.

MS. KNAGGS: (Indicating.)

CHAIRWOMAN:  Go ahead, 

Rebekah. 

MS. KNAGGS: So under the -- 

there's l ike the four bullets that we're voting 

on for this one in particular.  The last one is 

the removal of the pavers and the bricks and 

the installation of the concrete sidewalk.  

MR. CERNY: Hm-hm.

MS. KNAGGS: The new sidewalk 

was for accessibil ity, but it leads up to 

gravel, as what's seen in the photos, so is it 

accessible, like, fully all the way out or is 

it just -- 

MR. CERNY: The parking lot 

behind the building, that's right to the fence 

of the property.  

MS. KNAGGS: Okay.

MR. CERNY: And then there's 
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a parking lot behind the parking lot, just a 

stone parking lot.  

MS. KNAGGS: Okay. 

CHAIRWOMAN: Well, currently 

there's a big drop-off between where the 

sidewalk ends and where the gravel begins, so 

it would not be handicap accessible, the way it 

is right now.  

MR. CERNY: I'm not really 

worried about it being handicap accessible.  

What I was worried about, the back of the 

building, it was l ike it had two different 

floor heights back there and I had a lot of 

different grades going on.  

CHAIRWOMAN: Right.

MR. CERNY: So really what 

I'm trying to do -- what I was trying to do is 

just take care of the irregularit ies that are 

there -- 

CHAIRWOMAN: Right. 

MR. CERNY: -- and make that 

a safer element to the building.  You know, 

accessibili ty for the building itself -- the 

parking lot area is not accessible, the 

building is not accessible from the street 
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currently.  You know, that's a whole separate 

issue.  I 'm not here to justify anything 

because of that, but I am trying to say that 

it's a lot safer on the backside -- 

CHAIRWOMAN: Right. 

MR. CERNY: -- versus the way 

it was before. 

MR. DUTTON: And the Board 

does have the abil ity to table the application 

if you would like more information from the 

Applicant . 

CHAIRWOMAN: All  right. 

MR. WOOD: I move that we 

table it until we get more information, 

especially on the door, what the doors are 

going to be. 

MR. CERNY: You mean door 

color?  

MR. WOOD:  Door color. 

CHAIRWOMAN: Door color, tr im 

color, siding color.

MS. BIGGENS-RAMER:  I would also ask 

to see what the light fixtures that appear to 

be -- going to be installed over those doors.  

I assume, because you've got wires hanging out 
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from over the doors in that picture, that there 

will be l ights installed.

MR. CERNY: Okay.

MS. BIGGENS-RAMER: So if there are 

lights, I would like to see what those look 

like and examples brought to us also.  

And I think it would be handy if we could 

see what -- a sample of the painted Hardie® 

board.  Again , this should have been brought to 

us and brought with all the pertinent materials 

with the application and -- 

MR. CERNY: Is there an issue 

with the Hardie® board siding?

CHAIRWOMAN: For me --

MS. BIGGENS-RAMER: Part of our 

procedure requires materials to be presented. 

MR. CERNY: Okay, yeah, all 

right.  But is there an issue with the Hardie® 

board siding?  I've used that material in this 

community, in this area before without any 

issue. 

MS. BIGGENS-RAMER: But I don't think 

we're talking about that.  We're just asking 

for samples of all the materials that have 

already been installed without our approval. 
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MR. CERNY:  All  right. 

CHAIRWOMAN: I second Paul's 

motion.  

MS. TOME: Biggens-Ramer?

MS. BIGGENS-RAMER: Yes.  

MS. TOME: Knaggs?  

MS. KNAGGS: Yes.  

MS. TOME: Stahl?

MS. STAHL: Yes.  

MS. TOME: Traves?  

CHAIRWOMAN: Yes.  

MS. TOME: Wood?  

MR. WOOD: Yes.  

MS. TOME:  Motion  passes. 

CHAIRWOMAN: Thank you.  

MR. CERNY:  Okay.  Thanks.

(Hearing adjourned.)

- - - 
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STATE OF OHIO )
) ss:

  COUNTY OF MEDINA. )

CERTIFICATE

I, Makenzie  J. Sabo, Notary Public within and 

for the State of Ohio, duly commissioned and 

qualified, hereby certify that before the giving of 

their testimony, all persons were first duly sworn 

to testify to the truth, the whole truth, and 

nothing but the truth in this case aforesaid and 

that the testimony was taken by me by means of 

stenotype in the presence of said persons.

I further certify that this is a full and 

complete transcription of the above-entit led cause.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 

and affixed my seal of office at Medina , Ohio this 

28th day of April , 2022.

________________________
Makenzie  J. Sabo, RPR
Notary Public within and for 
the State of Ohio.
My commission expires 09/19/23.
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