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Special Meeting 
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Meeting Date: June 29, 2022 

Meeting Time: 7:00 PM 

Present: Elizabeth Biggins-Ramer, Rebekah Knaggs, Patty Stahl, Leslie Traves, Paul Wood, 
Andrew Dutton (Community Development Director), and Sarah Tome (Administrative Assistant) 

Approval of Minutes 
Ms. Traves made a motion to approve the transcript from the March 2, 2022 Special Meeting as 

submitted. 

The motion was seconded by Ms. Knaggs. 

Vote: 

Biggins-Ramer  Y 

Knaggs   Y 

Stahl   Y 

Traves   Y 

Wood   Y 

Approved  5-0 

The Court Reporter swore in all attendees. 

Old Business 

1.              H22-04                   South Court LLC      277 South Court Street                COA 

Mr. Dutton stated that the Historic Preservation Board previously heard the application at a 
Special Meeting on March 2, 2022. He stated that the Board had been presented with 
information submitted by the applicant and the City. Additionally, Mr. Dutton noted that the 
Board heard testimony from a number of individuals, including structural engineers, architects, 
real estate agents, a preservation consultant, and the City’s Chief Building Official. He added 
that at the conclusion of the hearing, the Board made a motion directing staff to contract with 
an independent structural engineer to produce a report evaluating the building. Mr. Dutton 
stated that the City contracted Isaac Lewin of I.A Lewin, P.E. and Associates to evaluate the 
structure. He stated that the report was submitted to the City on May 25, 2022. 

 



 

 

Present for the case was Craig Sturgill of South Court LLC, 445 W Liberty Street, Suite 215, and 
Karen Moss of Witschey, Witschey & Firestine Co., LPA, 405 Rothrock Avenue, Suite 103, Akron. 
Also in attendance was Todd Hunt, of Walter Haverfield, representing the Historic Preservation 
Board, and Greg Huber, City of Medina Law Director, representing the City of Medina. 

Isaac Lewin of I.A. Lewin, P.E. and Associates, 4110 Mayfield Rd, South Euclid, was in 
attendance to present his findings to the Board. Mr. Lewin stated that, since 1974, he had 
worked as a structural engineer in a variety of industries. He added that he had operated as I.A. 
Lewin, P.E. and Associates for the past 35 years providing consulting structural engineering for 
all types of buildings. Mr. Lewin noted that he had worked on a number of historic renovations. 

It was established that Mr. Lewin had consulted with other local governments in Ohio with 
respect to historic homes, including Chagrin Falls and Gates Mills. 

Mr. Hunt established that all of the Board members, as well as the applicant, had seen and 
reviewed Mr. Lewin’s report. 

Mr. Lewin stated that he had visited the property and spent three hours going over the 
structure. He noted that he observed walls out of plumb, floors out of level, a maze of columns 
in the basement, some of which were improperly installed, and a number of joists that were 
rotted or pulled out of their place.  

Mr. Huber inquired into the cost of renovation, given the condition of the building. Mr. Lewin 
stated that, based on past experience, a building of that size would cost in the order of 
magnitude $400,000, plus or minus. Mr. Huber asked what specifically was causing the house to 
be out of plumb. Mr. Lewin stated that, because the drywall was still in place, he could not 
observe the walls. He continued that based on his experience the walls had moved because the 
floor joists were not properly anchored. 

Ms. Moss noted that Mr. Lewin had given an analysis on page 3 of his report stating that it 
would be a minimum of one million to two million dollars to restore the property. She inquired 
into the difference in the cost to renovate between his report and the $400,000 he had stated it 
would take during his testimony. Mr. Lewin apologized, stating that he had not had a chance to 
review his report prior to the meeting. He added that in terms of magnitude, the dollar per 
square foot cost would be $400 to $500 dollars per square foot. Mr. Lewin noted that, in his 
opinion, in order to deal with all of the structural issues in the house, the drywall, plumbing, 
and electrical would need to be removed.  

Ms. Moss also noted that, on page 3, paragraph one of his report, Mr. Lewin stated that, in his 
opinion, a conventional method of restoration would not be possible. Mr. Lewin stated that, 
because of the unplumbed condition of the walls, shoring towers would be needed to make the 
building level, then walls would need to be removed and brought back together. He noted that 
it might be easier to just disassemble the house, then reassemble it after replacing any 
components that were bad. 

Mr. Wood asked if Mr. Lewin considered the building unsafe.  Mr. Lewin stated that the 
building was definitely uninhabitable. He added that whether it was unsafe or not was hard to 
say without seeing behind the drywall. 



 

 

Mr. Huber asked the Board to move to enter Mr. Lewin’s report into the official record. Ms. 
Biggins-Ramer made a motion to enter Mr. Lewin’s report as part of the official record of the 
case. Mr. Wood seconded the motion. 

Vote: 

Biggins-Ramer  Y 

Knaggs   Y 

Stahl   Y 

Traves   Y 

Wood   Y 

Approved  5-0 

Ms. Knaggs made a motion for the Board to move to an executive session for further discussion. 
Ms. Traves seconded the motion. 

Vote: 

Biggins-Ramer  Y 

Knaggs   Y 

Stahl   Y 

Traves   Y 

Wood   Y 

Approved  5-0 

Members of the Historic Preservation Board retired to executive session, after which time 
proceedings continued. Mr. Wood made a motion to approve the application for demolition 
with the suggestion that any historic materials, such as antique beams or stones, be salvaged if 
possible. Mr. Wood added that the Board adopted the following Conclusion of Facts to approve 
the demolition: 

1. The structure was found to have only 10 percent historic value, based on the historical 

expert’s report.  

2. The structural integrity of the structure was in question by Mr. Lewin.  

3. The total cost to rehab was $400 to $1,000 per square foot, also according to Mr. Lewin.  

4. The determination by the Building Official that the structure was unsafe.  

Ms. Knaggs seconded the motion. 

  



 

 

Vote: 

Biggins-Ramer  Y 

Knaggs   Y 

Stahl   Y 

Traves   Y 

Wood   Y 

Approved  5-0 

The Board recommended the applicant speak to the Medina County Historical Society and the 

Community Design Committee if he planned to salvage any historic materials. 

New Business 

There was no new business to be discussed. 

Adjournment 

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

         

Sarah Tome 

 

         

Elizabeth Biggins-Ramer, Chairwoman 


