Historic Preservation Board
February 10, 2022

H22-01
TruRidge Fire Escape, Paint Color, and Sign
Property Owner:

South Court LLC

Applicant:

South Court LLC

Location:

281 South Court Street

Request:

Certificate of Appropriateness approval for fire escape reconstruction and paint alteration
and Conditional Sign approval for the relocation of a projecting sign

LOCATION AND SURROUNDING USES

The subject site is composed of 0.13 acres on the northwest corner of South Court Street and Smith Road.
Adjacent properties include the following uses:
•
•

North – Parking Lot
South – Auto Repair

•
•

East – Parking Lot
West – Restaurant

PROPOSED APPLICATION

Stairway/Fire Escape – The applicant is requesting approval for the reconstruction of a rear stairway/fire
escape on the west side of the building. The construction was recently completed during a larger building
rehabilitation project. The stairway is constructed of a composite material with dark brown stairs, white
railings, and black balusters.
Paint Color – In March of 2021, the applicant received approval from the Historic Preservation Board for a
variety of exterior renovations. The approval included the painting of the bay windows with a two-color
scheme incorporating a darker green and lighter green, as presented at the meeting. The bay windows have
been painted a single dark green color. The applicant has requested that the Board approve the bay windows
as painted, with only the single dark green color.
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Hanging Sign – In January of 2018, a hanging sign was approved on the southeast corner of the building and
was installed. However, the sign was damaged by passing trucks and was relocated to the northeast corner of
the building. The applicant is currently requesting approval for the relocation and face change of the existing
hanging sign. The black metal sign frame has remained the same, however, the sign face itself has changed
and is red and white in color.

DESIGN GUIDELINES (SECTION 145.07)

(a)

Preservation/rehabilitation/renovation. With respect to preservation/rehabilitation/renovation
generally it is the interest of the Board that buildings within the Historic District be preserved, thus
maintaining the character of the Historic District. Consistent with the U.S. Secretary of the Interior,
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, the intent of these Guidelines is to preserve and
restore the features which establish a building's architectural character while making alterations and
renovations necessary for the efficient and contemporary use of the building.
The rehabilitation process assumes that some alterations may be necessary to meet the needs of the
building owner and the health, safety, and welfare of the building’s occupants. Such alterations should
be done so as not to destroy the materials and features which help to define a building's historic, cultural
and/or architectural character. The historic materials, features and/or craftsmanship are important in
defining the building character and should be retained, protected, and repaired when possible.
When the preservation of architectural features is not possible, alterations should be done in a manner
respectful of the existing character but done in a manner that is representative of architectural design
and construction of contemporary times.

CONDITIONAL SIGN PERMIT DESIGN GUIDELINES (SECTION 1147.16)

In reviewing a proposal for a conditional sign permit, the Historic Preservation Board and Planning Commission
shall consider whether the proposal meets the following design guidelines, which are in addition to the design
criteria for all signs listed in Section 1147.07(d):
(a) Lettering should be large enough to be easily read but not overly large or out of scale with the building
or site.
(b) The ratio between a message and its background should permit easy recognition of the message.
(c) The size, style, and location of a proposed sign should be appropriate to the site and use with which
the sign is associated.
(d) A sign should complement the building with which it is associated, as well as adjacent buildings, by
being designed and placed to enhance the architecture of the building.
(e) The color of a sign should be compatible with the color of the building facade with which it is
associated. A sign should be designed with a minimum number, and harmonious use, of colors.
(f) A permanent window sign should be comprised of individual letters, logos or design elements that are
not encompassed by a solid opaque background, so as not to obscure the view through the window
with which the sign is associated.
(g) The size of the lettering and graphics on a projecting sign should be appropriate for viewing by
pedestrians.
(h) A ground sign that provides a directory of occupants for a multi-occupant building should have
simplicity of design, to compensate for the additional amount of information provided (i.e. utilize
common elements such as the same background color, or other common elements, etc.).
(i) The area of a wall sign should not exceed eighty percent (80%) of the area of the frame of architectural
space specifically intended for signage.
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(j)

A projecting sign that is comprised of multiple elements hanging from the same supports should be
designed such that all such elements are compatible in size, shape, and color.
(k) Multiple signs associated with a single use should contain similar materials, colors, and design
elements, regardless of sign type(s).
(l) An awning or canopy sign should be located on the valance of the awning or canopy.
(m) Temporary sidewalk signs shall be constructed of materials compatible with the permanent building
signs. Plastic framing, white background dry erase boards and changeable letter tracks are
discouraged.

CITY OF MEDINA DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR HISTORIC PROPERTIES AND DISTRICTS

SIGNAGE
Signage is used to locate a business and to advertise what products or services that business offers to the
public. When designing a sign, it is important to consider the building it is representing. A sign that
complements the building makes the business and the entire district more attractive to visitors. Signage should
enhance the facade and not distract from it. Reference Preservation Brief 25.
Recommendations
• Historic signage should be retained and restored when it is suitable to the current business.
• New signage should be designed and constructed using materials and methods that are consistent
with the building's architectural style.
• The size of the sign should be relative to the location in which it will be placed on the building (i.e. fit
within a frieze or in a window or transom).
• Limit the size of the sign to the least amount necessary to reach the public.
• The color and lettering of the sign should complement the building. Attach signage in a way that it will
not damage historic materials (i.e. on masonry structures, attach only in mortar joints).
• Small signs may be placed at secondary entrances that are accessible to the public in order to identify
the business and should also comply with these recommendations.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of application H22-01 for the reconstruction of the rear staircase and hanging sign
as submitted, with the condition that the applicant shall submit a Sign Permit application for the installed sign.

12/14/2021

281 S. Court St. – Certificate of Appropriateness – Items
•

Building sign
o The sign was simply moved from the front left (south) to front right (north)
corner of the building. The frame is new but an exact replacement and same size
as what was already there, other than a new logo/color on the sign itself. The
previous sign was already permitted and approved, and we used the exact same
sign frame. It was moved to the opposite corner of the building because it was
already hit twice now by Semi trucks going too tight around the corner of the
building and hitting the sign, destroying it both times, costing around $500 each
time to replace. So we moved it to the opposite side of the building (still on front
corner), same height, same exact frame. Pictures of before/after are below.

•

Fire escape
o The old fire escape ladder welds and seams were coming loose, the ladder bolts
and eyelets were becoming warped, and it was becoming very unstable. While
we were in the process of restoring the building, this came to our attention, so
we addressed it as soon as it was discovered. The back stairway also serves as a
rear egress point and fire escape and we identified during our restoration that
they were safety hazards as many of the wooden treads were coming loose, it
didn’t have proper railings to safeguard residents from walking onto the roof or
falling off the ledge, and the support posts were not secured onto the roof, there
were just sitting on rubber pads that were unstable—so we took immediate
action to ensure safety. While replacing the stairs, we used high quality
composite materials that will hold up well to weathering and deterioration,
reducing maintenance and thus improving safety for years to come. Pictures of
both items before/after are below. Keeep in mind, the rear fire escape is barely
visible unless you are on the property looking at it. It has limited visibility from the
road.

•

Front bays paint scheme
o We fully intended to paint the front bays as was approved with a two-color paint
scheme (light and dark green), however after we painted it the solid dark green
color (which we needed to do anyways as a primer coat), we believe it looked
very good with and actually matches better with other historical buildings in the
close vicinity that also have front bay-style windows. We wanted to address this
with the board and ask permission to leave it this way, however that was right
around the time our main contact Jonathan Mendel left and we didn’t know who
to contact, so now we’re requesting approval to leave the paint scheme as-is. We
have received countless positive comments from individuals walking and driving
by that they love the way the building looks now, they love the paint colors, the
building was badly in need of repair, etc. so we are requesting permission to leave
the paint scheme as it is today with the solid green bays.
§ Other Solid Color/Green Bays - Examples
• 260 S. Court St. (Castle Noel directly across the street)
• 2/4 Public Square (Jewelry/Courthouse Pizza Building)

Fire Escape

Front Sign/Paint Scheme

ORIGINAL PAINT SAMPLES - MARCH 2021

ORIGINAL SIGN APPROVED - JANUARY 2018

