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P21-08
Liberty View — Architectural Revisions

Property Owners:  City of Medina and Medina City Development Corporation

Applicant: Anthony Cerny

Location: 135 West Liberty Street

Zoning: C-2 (Central Business)

Request: Site Plan revision for the construction of a four-story mixed use building

LOCATION AND SURROUNDING USES
The subject site is composed of 0.44 acres located on the north side of West Liberty Street. Adjacent
properties contain the following uses and zoning:

e North — Parking Garage (P-F) e East—Surface Parking/Restaurant (P-F/C-2)
e South — Retail & Multi-Family e West — Federal Building (P-F)
Residential (C-2)

BACKGROUND

In April of 2021, the project received Site Plan approval from the Planning Commission for the construction of
a four-story mixed use building. The approval has received two extensions, most recently in March of 2023. At
the meeting, the Commission again granted an extension of the approval requiring that permits must be
obtained and construction must commence by April 8, 2024, or the Site Plan approval shall expire.

In March of 2023, the Porters Shoe building on the site was demolished.
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PROPOSED APPLICATION

The current application includes modifications to the previous approval regarding the south (front) and east
(side) building elevations. The site layout and the north and west elevations are without notable changes. In
addition, the entire building maintains the same materials and finishes.

Building “C” — The south building elevation was originally approved with bay windows on the second, third, and
fourth floors. Revised plans replace bay windows on the second and third floors with windows matching
adjacent windows on Building “D”. Revised plans also replace two bay windows on the fourth floor with a
single large bay window.

Building “D” — The building was originally uniform for floors two, three, and four. Revised plans incorporate a
patio on the fourth floor of the south side of the building. The modification is evident on both the south and
east building elevations. In addition, a minor change to the east building elevation is proposed. Originally,
plans showed two first floor windows and revised plans illustrate three first floor windows.

SITE PLAN REVIEW STANDARDS
The Planning Commission's review and action shall be based on the following Standards per Section 1109.02(c):

(1) The site plan shows that a proper relationship does exist between thoroughfares, service roads,
driveways and parking areas to encourage pedestrian and vehicular traffic safety.

(2)  Allthe development features including the principal buildings, open spaces, service roads, driveways
and parking areas are so located and related as to minimize the possibility of any adverse effects
upon adjacent development.

(3) The site plan includes adequate provision for the screening of parking areas, service areas and active
recreation areas from surrounding properties by landscaping and/or ornamental walls or fences. All
trees planted shall be as found in specifications approved by the Shade Tree Commission.

(4) Grading and surface drainage provisions are reviewed and approved by the City Engineer.

(5) The design and construction standards of all private streets, driveways and parking areas are to be
built following approval of plans by the City Engineer according to construction standards specified
in the Codified Ordinances.

(6) Maximum possible privacy for multi-family dwellings and surrounding residential properties shall be
provided through good design and use of proper building materials and landscaping. Visual privacy
should be provided through structural screening and landscaping treatment. Auditory privacy in
multi-family dwellings should be provided through soundproofing. All trees planted shall be as found
in specifications approved by the Shade Tree Commission.

(7)  The architectural design of buildings should be developed with consideration given to the
relationship of adjacent development in terms of building height, mass, texture, materials, line and
pattern and character.

(8) Building location and placement should be developed with consideration given to minimizing
removal of trees and change of topography. Any trees to be removed which are planted in a public
right-of-way or on municipal property shall be reviewed by the Shade Tree Commission.

(9) In multi-family developments, television and other antennas shall be centralized.

(10) On-site circulation shall be designed to make possible adequate fire and police protection.

(11) Off-street parking facilities shall be provided in accordance with Chapter 1145. In large parking areas,
visual relief shall be provided through the use of tree planted and landscaped dividers, islands and
walkways. In multi-family developments no parking or service areas shall be permitted between any
street and the main building. All trees planted shall be as found in specifications approved by the
Shade Tree Commission.
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(12) Signs shall be provided in accordance with these Codified Ordinances.
(13) Any trees planted on site shall be on approved list of Shade Tree Commission and planted in
accordance with Commission standards.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends approval of application P21-08 for revisions to a four-story mixed use building. The
proposed changes maintain the character of the building and provide additional visual interest.
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April 18, 2023

Historic Preservation Board

c/o, Andrew Dutton, Community Development Director
City of Medina

132 North Elmwood Street

Medina, Ohio 44256

Re: Liberty View
Certificate of Appropriateness
Amendment to Approval
Case No. H21-05

Dear Board Members,

The developers for the Liberty View project have made a modification to the 4t floor
plan, creating a larger apartment in the southeast corner of the building. This change
in plan results in a modification to the building facade on the southeast corner. We are
requesting an amendment to the existing HPB approval for this project to address this
modification.

This request does not include modifying or changing any of the exterior finish
materials. These will all remain as originally approved. The primary reason for the
change in the facade is the development of an exterior patio space in the southeast
corner (Building “D” Facade) on the forth floor. We have also modified the design of
the bay window for Building “C” based upon the floor plan in this area.

To accomplish the modification on Building “D”, the original cornice element is lowered
down to the third floor. To account for the additional height required to form a guard
around the patio space, a simple metal railing is added to the top of the parapet.

We believe this modification to the building facade does not alter the overall character
of the building as originally approved and is consistent with the goals and requirements
of the City of Medina’s Design Guidelines for the Historic District. As with the original
approval, the Liberty View project will enhance the overall character of the district,
reinforcing the storefront fabric of the historic structures, building upon the stylistic
character of the buildings, but utilizing contemporary materials and details.

We respectfully request HPB approval of this modification to the Liberty View
development.

Respectfully Submitted,

A
nthony J. Cern\y
Architectural Design Studios, Inc.

J:\OSTUDIOS\0JOBS\18052_WP_Liberty View Apartments\Medina City\HPB\HPB_H21-05_Amendment to
Approval_New Facade_230418a.wpd
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